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How to read this map
This map shows causal relationships in the current system; it doesn’t
show steps in a process.
The large circles on the map represent factors in the system. Factors,
such as ‘ability to read and write’ or ‘unemployment’, have influence
over other factors. This influence is shown by the arrows.
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This map shows the complex dynamics of
working with a person with disability in the
criminal justice system in Victoria.
In this map, ‘person’ or ‘person with a disability’
is used to refer to people who, because of their
disability, illness or impairment, are at risk of
becoming entrenched in cycles of disadvantage by
a criminal justice system that does not adequately
support them or respect their rights. We
acknowledge that people with cognitive or
neurological disability and people experiencing
mental ill-health or distress are particularly at risk.
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The and symbols should be read as ‘more (likelihood) of factor’
and ‘less (likelihood) of factor’, respectively. For example:

Disability
awareness
among workers

Targeted and
well-resourced
post-release support

Volume of
prisoners with
disability

Custodial sentence

Ability to read
and write

Punitive
attitudes towards
crime

Recidivism

Financial stress

Substance abuse

Unemployment
Risk posed to
other residents
in disability
accommodation

Perception that
substance abuse
has led to
disability

This should be read as “less ability to read and write leads to more
likelihood of unemployment.”
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